
IMPLEMENT BUSINESS INTELLIGENCE SOLUTIONS 

USING EXCEL SERVICES 

Overview 

This is a 3-day course des igned to prov ide s tudents with the knowledge and sk i l ls  
to use Excel Serv ices to create bus iness inte l l igence (BI)  appl icat ions.  In this 
course,  we cover the Excel Services components of  SharePoint  Server 2007.  The 
course is des igned for  those who intend to des ign,  implement ,  and manage an 
Excel Services deployment ,  and a lso bui ld BI  solut ions us ing SharePoint  Server 
2007.  We use the Enterpr ise l icense of  the product  s ince the BI  features are 
avai lable only with that  l icense.  The course’s  pr imary focus is on the Excel 
Serv ices components of  the BI  features in the SharePoint  Server 2007 Enterpr ise 
vers ion.  Much of  the informat ion covered wi l l  ass ist  in your deployment  of  Excel 
Serv ices with SharePoint  Server 2007.  

Students learn through inst ructor presentat ions and hands -on labs.  

Since the focus of  th is  course is on Excel Services funct ional i ty ,  th is course does 
not cover what is  new in Excel  2007,  nor  does i t  broadly cover Microsoft  Of f ice 
SharePoint Server 2007.  

Prerequisites 

Students taking this course should have the prerequis ite knowledge or exper ience 
l is ted below.  

  Basic knowledge of  Off ice SharePoint  Server  2007 Enterpr ise  

  Some knowledge of  administer ing Of f ice SharePoint  Server 2007  

  Understanding of  BI  concepts such as Analysis Serv ices,  Key Performance 
Indicators (KPIs),  and data  analys is  

  Implemented Microsof t  Of f ice Excel 2007 in your env ironment  

  Working knowledge of  Microsof t  Of f ice Excel 2007  

Audience 

This course is intended for:  

  Current  SharePoint  Server 2007 administ rators  

  Administ rators who are exper ienced or have some know ledge of  SharePoint  
Server 2007  

  Data analysts or bus iness inte l l igence consultants  

  Business users  

  Exper ienced Excel 2007 users  

  Business managers and f inancia l analysts who are interested in funct ional i t y 
of  KPIs in reports and BI  Dashboards  

Module 1: Excel  Services Overview  

This module covers several points inc luding:  

  Problems addressed by Excel Serv ices  

  Explanat ion of  what  Excel Serv ices is  

  How the main Excel Serv ice components work  

  Dif ferent  types of  workbooks  

  Which Excel features are supported by Excel Serv ices  



Module 2: Configure Excel  Services  

This module walks you through the steps of  set t ing up Excel Serv ices on your 
server.  These set t ings prov ide for granular control over the behav ior of  Excel 
Serv ices.  

Some of  the set t ings you wi l l  learn are:  

  Creat ing a Trusted Fi le Locat ion  

  Creat ing a Trusted Data Connect ion L ibrary  

  Excel Services Set t ing Propert ies  

Module 3: Security and Performance  

This module rev iews secur ity and performance considerat ions for  a Microsof t  Of f ice 
SharePoint  Server 2007 deployment  that  inc ludes Excel Serv ices.  

You wi l l  learn:  

  Excel Services secur ity overv iew  

  Plan authent icat ion models  

  Secur ity threats  

  Performance opt imizat ion  

  Ways to scale up Excel Serv ices  

  Load balanc ing  

  Resource requirements  

Module 4: Capacity and Deployment Planning  

This module d iscusses supported topologies and capacity p lanning.  We consider 
topologies such as s ingle-server,  mult ip le servers,  and extranet .  In addit ion,  we 
have an opportunity to discuss capac ity p lanning for the W eb f ront -end t ier  and 
appl icat ion-server t ier .  

Module 5: Working with Excel  Services  

This module descr ibes the steps needed to publ ish a workbook to the server(s)  and 
then view it  in the browser.  

You wi l l  a lso learn:  

  Ways to use Excel Services to contro l the workbook d ist r ibut ion  

  Funct ional i t y avai lable when interact ing with the workbook in the Excel W eb 
Access browser v iew 

Module 6: Analysis Services  

In this module you learn how to use SQL Server Analys is Serv ices (SSAS) 2005 as 
a source for data to render as Key Performance Indicators (KPIs).  SSAS provides a 
premium data source for BI  scenar ios for  both Excel c l ient  and Excel Serv ices.  

You wi l l  learn:  

  The bas ics of  SSAS 2005  

  How to leverage the use of  SSAS 2005 with Excel Services  

  How to br ing data together in dashboards  



Module 7: Configure Report Center  

In this module you learn the required components to insta l l  to integrate Report ing 
Serv ices with SharePoint  Server 2007.  

You wi l l  learn:  

  How Report  Centre is another BI  feature avai lable in SharePoint  Server 
2007  

  How to conf igure Report  Server SharePoint  Integrat ion  

Module 8: Reporting Services  

In this module you learn that  the Report  Center s i te cont a ins a document  l ibrary 
named Reports Library.  We discuss how the Reports Library is tuned for stor ing 
and d isplaying BI  reports such as Excel workbooks and reports bui l t  for  SQL 
Report ing Services.  

You wi l l  learn:  

  How to create reports  

  How to access reports  

  How to manage reports  

  How to create dashboards with KPIs and f i l ters  

Module 9: Extend Excel  Services  

This module int roduces extending Excel Services by us ing Excel Web Services and 
user -def ined funct ions (UDFs).  UDFs of fer  a great  advantage by extend ing Excel ’s 
capabil i t ies,  which inc lude custom l ibrary funct ions and the abi l i t y to connect  to 
indigenous data sources.  Excel Web Serv ices prov ides an even greater advantage 
because i t  al lows a number of  opt ions for reus ing bus iness models  conta ined in 
Excel spreadsheets.  

Module 10: Business Intel l igence Qual i ty Assurance  

In this module we discuss the importance of  Qual i t y Assurance (QA) and the ro le i t  
p lays with in BI  solut ions.  

You wi l l  learn:  

  QA goals  

  Benef i ts and st rategies to ensure a successfu l BI  solut ion  

  I l lust rate BI  concepts and goals when del iver ing BI  solut ions with Excel 
Serv ices  

 


